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COURSE TITLE: INDIAN AESTHETIC THOUGHT

Focus Area/Subject Area: Indian Aesthetics
Credits: 10

Eligibility: Core course for 1st year M.A students of English Studies

Details of the Instructor:

Dr. Jyotirmaya Tripathy, Professor, Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Madras

Course Objectives:

The course introduces the students to the foundations and development of Indian aesthetic theory and
explores the relation between art and beauty starting from Bharat’s Natyashstra and ending with Sri
Aurobindo’s Future Poetry and Mysore Hiriyana’s “Art Experience”. Development of foundational
ideas in its historical evolution are explored and engaged with as in practices of imitation, bhava and
rasa, dhvani, aucitya, alankara, riti, vakrokti, sahrdaya among others.

Learning Outcome:

The students are equipped with classical Indian aesthetic vocabulary to appreciate art experience and
locate the same within a broader Indian experience. They will also be able to develop a comparative
perspective that will bring the ancient and the contemporary to conversation.

SYLLABUS

Unit 1
Cultural traditions in Art and classifications

Unit 2
Language and meaning of beauty

Unit 3
Theory and Meaning of imitation

Unit 4
Abhinaya and communication

Unit 5
Meanings and types of Bhaavas

Unit 6
Rasa theory




Unit 7
Dhvani

Unit 8
Riti, alankara, vakrokti

Unit 9
Aucitya and sadharanikarana

Unit 10
Rasika, sahrdaya
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