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Course Objectives: 

 

Academic study of cultures in India has remained derivative of Western categories, 

assumptions and ideologies. If the earlier Indian understanding of its own cultures was 

conditioned by colonialism, the same practice prevails today in subtle forms, the most important 

being the continuation of the West as the reference point for any engagement with human 

cultural expression. Ideas such as modernity, nationalism, development, cosmopolitanism etc. 

have all been applied readymade to Indian experience thereby making Indian reality as either 

derivative or deviant examples. Such framing of Indian experience and subject hood as the 

absence of Western experience remains at the heart of a current academic scholarship in India 

to a large extent. Unfortunately, responses to the absence of organic Indian thought has been 

either non-existent or patchy. The proposed course aims at introducing students to distinct 

Indian ways of cultural expressions and offers pathways to understand self and subjectivity in 

the context of localism, nationalism and globalism. Conventional cultural studies, predicated 

on Western intellectual frameworks, cannot adequately capture the complexity and layered 

nature of Indian history. In a departure from such predictable pursuit, the course engages with 

Indian experience as articulated by its thinkers who provide a way of thinking about Indianness 

(in all its diversity) and Indian experiences. However, it is not intended to completely ignore 

the mediated and cross-pollinated nature of Indian thought. The course will cover key texts 

from the late 19th century to understand what constitutes Indian subjectivity, its difference, 

authenticity and life world, its implications for nationhood and claims of particularism vis-à-

vis universalism. 

 

Learning Outcome: 

 

The course is intended to equip the students with theoretical idiom to investigate the ways in which 

Indian thought since early 20th century shaped and transformed individual experiences as well as 

their place in the cultural world. The students will also learn to articulate their individual and 

collective experiences through the idea and vocabulary explored in the course. 

 

SYLLABUS 

 

Unit 1 

Introduction: (Orientalist, colonial and contemporary representation of India) 

 

 



 

Unit 2 

Indian difference: (Aurobindo, Ramanujan, Bankimchandra, Malhotra and others) 

 

Unit 3 

Self and subjectivity: (Gandhi, Upadhyay, M.N. Roy, Ashis Nandy, Dharmapal and others) 

 

Unit 4 

Home, Nation and the World: (Nehru, Tagore, Ambedkar, Savarkar, Mazumdar, Malaviya and 

others) 

 

Unit 5 

Swaraj: (Lajpat Rai, Gandhi, Tilak, Rajaji, Alvares, Balagangadhar and others) 

 

Unit 6 

Art and aesthetics: (Coomaraswamy, Hiriyana, Radhakrishnan, Aurobindo, Naipaul, Devy and 

others) 
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